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POIRET’S CHALLENGE: A STUDY OF PATTERN AND TEXTILE OF HIS DRESS
Akiko FUKALI, Chief Curator, The Kyoto Costume Institute

This paper discusses a dress (AC11551 2006-17-1AC) produced in the 1920s, which was owned
by Denise Poiret, the wife of Paul Poiret. This work is especially interesting in that a Japanese
style seen in a black, family crest-marked jacket (haori) is expressed with Japanese silk fabric.

Around 1903, Poiret presented a coat named “kimono coat,” which looked both Chinese and
Japanese. The present work, produced in the 1920s, is very different. It closely resembles a black
haori, which was popular in Japan in the Meiji Era (1868-1912). In fact, Poiret referred to
Japanese kimono of the same age and introduced this influence in his design. This work

confirms that he had renewed his interest in Japan.
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